Tempe Municipal Court
140 E Fifth Street, Suite 150
Tempe, AZ 85281
APPEAL INFORMATION
An appeal is a request to a higher court, Maricopa County Superior Court, to review and reverse the
decision of the trial court. On appeal, no new evidence is introduced, the higher court is limited to
considering whether the trial court erred on a question of law or gave a decision plainly contrary to the
evidence presented during trial.
FORMS
Civil/Civil Traffic Cases:
Notice of Appeal
Records Request

Protective Order Cases:
Notice of Appeal
Designation of Record
Records Request

These forms can be obtained at the front Customer Service Counter. The completed forms must be filed
and the recording fee paid to the Tempe Municipal Court within 14 calendar days after the entry of
judgment.
COSTS/FEES
•

Bond: Civil Traffic violations require an Appeal Bond be posted with the lower court in the amount
of the fine/sanction in order to stay the sentence and avoid a default judgment.

•

Recording Fee: Maricopa County Superior Court requires a transcript of the court proceedings.
Tempe Municipal Court will charge a fee for an audio recording of the proceedings. If the length of
the proceedings is over 90 minutes, it will be necessary to provide Superior Court with a typed
transcript. The Defendant will be notified if a typed transcript is needed. It is the Defendant’s
responsibility to contact and pay a transcription service to pick up the audio recording and prepare
the transcript and return it to Tempe Municipal Court. NOTE: The audio recording must be paid by
the Notice of Appeal Deadline.

MEMORANDUM
An appellant memorandum must be filed with Tempe Municipal Court within sixty (60) days of the
date your Notice of Appeal was due (this is seventy-four (74) days after the ruling you are
appealing). For more information regarding the appeal process and preparing the memorandum
visit the following websites:
Civil Traffic Appeals --- http://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/34/Guides/CivilTrafficupdated.pdf
Protective Order Appeals --http://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/34/Guides/Superiorcourtljccivilappealsudated.pdf
MARICOPA COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
Filing Fee: Superior Court will require you to pay a filing fee. You will need to contact Superior Court to
find out the amount of the fee.
Transfer Of Appeal: Upon perfection of the appeal, the court will forward the case to the Superior Court
for review. Once the appeal is forwarded to the Superior Court, all questions regarding the status of the
appeal should be directed to the Maricopa County Superior Court at (602) 506-7438.
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