Water Rescue

Command Tactical Checklist

PHASE I

· Primary Assessment

· Take command – Scene size-up

· Secure responsible party or witness

· Determine location, number, and condition of victims

· Rescue mode/Recovery mode

· Secondary Assessment

· Type of water rescue (For example; dive, swift water)

· Assess hazards (For example: hydraulics, surface loads, debris, drop-offs, depth, volume, velocity, and temperature) – assign to Safety

· Assess the need for additional personnel

· Assess need for additional equipment

· Action Plan Decided Upon and Communicated

PHASE II

· Pre-Rescue Operations

· Make general area safe

· Make rescue area safe

· Assign Sectors

· Rescue Operation

· Talk victim into self rescue

· Reach

· Throw

· Row (boat base operation)

· Go

· Rescue team

· Backup rescue team

· Helo

· Create safe zone

· Personal protective equipment (for example: P.F.D., helmet, wet suit)

· Victim removal equipment

· Treatment and transfer to ALS

· SECTORIZE

· Lobby

· Safety

· Extrication (technical rescue

· Upstream (hazards afloat)

· Medical (treatment, transport)

· Air Ops (LZ)

· Staging

· PIO

· Police Liaison

· Lighting

PHASE III

· Termination

· Personnel Accountability 

· Equipment Accountability (remove or not)

· CISD

· Debriefing – informal critique


