Tree Rescue Operations

Command Tactical Checklist
PHASE I

· Primary Assessment

· Take command and perform size-up

· Secure witness (homeowner, foreman)

· Identify immediate hazards to rescuers

· Rescue mode/Recovery mode?

· Secondary Assessment 





· Assess the need for additional personnel or equipment

· Assess hazards to rescuers and victim (electrical lines, condition of tree, falling fonds. Winds)

· Decide on an action plan – Communicate plan

PHASE II  PRE-RESCUE OPERATIONS

· Make the General Area Safe

· Remove all civilian personnel

· Secure witness/responsible parties (investigative purposes)

· All unsafe conditions secured

· Make the rescue area safe 

· Clear 50’ radius around tree, personnel, equipment, etc.

· Any hazards identified and all personnel made aware of unsecured hazards

· Assign Sectors

· Extrication  (Rescue)

· Safety

· Treatment

· PIO

PHASE III

Rescue Operations

Low risk operations are not always possible but should be considered first.  The order from low risk to high risk should be:

· Talk victim into self-rescue

· Ladder the tree with ground ladders

· Climb the tree (this is considered a technical rescue)

· Assess and treat the patient

· Transfer care to treatment sector (ALS evaluation)

PHASE IV TERMINATION

· Personnel accountability

· Secure all equipment/evidence for investigation

· Turn scene over to PD

· CISD

· Debriefing

