Natural Gas Emergencies

Command Tactical Checklist

Burning natural gas should not normally be extinguished, since this would change the situation from a visible to invisible hazard with explosive potential. Fires should be controlled by stopping the flow”

INCIDENTS AT WHICH AN EXPLOSION HAS OCCURRED

· Primary Assessment

· Establish Command – size-up

· Declare strategy - Offensive/Defensive

· Determine location, number, and condition of victims (triage)

· Determine immediate priority (Fire Control – Treatment)

· Identify immediate hazards (Collapse, leaking gas, fire)

· Assign Fire Control, Evacuation/Extrication, and Treatment sectors immediately

· Get an “All Clear” on involved structure

· Get an “All Clear” on surrounding structures

· Get “Fire Control” and PARs from Fire Control Sectors

· Secondary Assessment

· Continue with evacuation of all civilians and keep number of FD personnel to a minimum

· Do not rely on gas odor – use combustible gas indicators

· Check areas systematically

· Secure all possible sources of ignition/secure utilities

· Ventilate buildings – explosion proof equipment only

· Use ground probes

· Coordinate activities with gas company – gas company is responsible for locating and eliminating leaks

· Assess stability of structure – consider trench rescue/heavy rescue team to provide cribbing, shoring, etc.

· Sectors

· Fire ground Sectors (Interior, roof, directional, loss control, etc.)

· Evacuation Sector

· Medical Sectors (extrication, treatment, transportation)

· Safety

· Hazard Sector

· Staging

· Police Liaison

· PIO

INCIDENTS INVOLVING A REPORTED GAS LEAK – NO FIRE OR EXPLOSION
· Establish Command – Size-up situation

· Establish a limited Access Zone

· Provide life and property safety (full protective equipment wSCBA – houselines, etc.)

· Communicate with gas company personnel

· Evacuate any civilians in the area

· Obtain gas concentration readings – determine degree of hazard

· Attempt to locate the source of the gas and any shutoff devices available

· Gas leak within a building – shut off at meter until repairs are completed

· Provide continuous standby protection with charged hose line for gas company
· Personnel accountability
