Hazardous Materials Response

Command Tactical Checklist

“Command is responsible for the Safety of all personnel involved in any incident”

DISPATCH RESPONSIBILITIES 

· Collect and Convey Information on:

· Material name or type

· Amount and size of containers

· Problem (For example: leak, explosion, spills, etc.)

· Known dangerous properties of product

· Number of persons injured or exposed

· Safest approach to scene

· Instruct caller to go out and meet responding Fire companies

· Prevailing wind speed and direction

PRIMARY ASSESSMENT

· First Arriving Unit

· Establish Command – begin, cautious deliberate size-up
· Determine the materials involved (labels, markers, DOT id., NFPA diamond, shipping paper)

· Determine number , location, and condition of victims

· Consciously avoid committing truck/crew to dangerous situation

· Evaluate effects of wind, topography, and location of situation

· Route other responding companies away from hazards

· Establish Level II staging (uphill, upwind) 

· Use NFPA reference mat (MSDS, shipping papers, etc.)

· Contact RP or witness

· Identify the “Hazard Area” – material, time of day, wind & weather, location of incident, risk to people

· Determine need for immediate action (rescue, fire control, evacuation, etc.)

SECONDARY ASSESSMENT

· Control of Hazardous Area

· Establish Limited Access Zone (control with lobby sector)

· Utilize fire or hazard tape to identify Limited Access Zone

· Establish Evacuation Zone (enforced by Police Department)

· Determine need for additional resources (personnel, equipment)
· Establish and Implement Action Plan

· Safety to all personnel – Rescue to Entry team ratio 1:1

· Evacuation of endangered area

· Treat any victims

· Control flow or release

· Get hazardous materials back into safe container, neutralize or allow to dissipate, or coordinate disposal

· Personnel Accountability 

SECTORS

· Hazard



· Lobby Control



· Staging



· Evacuation

· Decon



· Police Liaison



· PIO




· Safety



· Medical

