Hazardous Materials Evacuation

Command Tactical Checklist
An incident involving hazardous materials has a higher probability of causing an evacuation of an affected area than any other incident. By the very nature of the hazard, this type of evacuation often provides very little preparation time. Decisions will need to be made quickly and citizens moved rapidly.

PRIMARY ASSESSMENT

· Establish command – Command may assign an Evacuation Branch within operation

·  Rapidly size up situation

· Communicate with Hazard Sector (product toxicity – evac. distance required, etc.)

· Determine evacuation perimeters

· Determine Level of Evacuation (Site, Intermediate Level, Large Scale)

· Determine time factors (speed of hazard determines speed of evacuation)

· Determine need for additional resources/manpower

· Consider in-place sheltering (staying indoors)

· Consider effects of weather and wind direction/speed

· Establish an evacuation plan – communicate plan to sectors and agencies

· Establish Sectors

· Assign specific areas to evacuate to avoid duplication or missed areas – use Map book page numbers or hydrant zones

SECTORS

· Geographical Sectors

· PIO

· Police Liaison

· Staging

· Transportation

· Shelter Sector (coordinate with Red Cross)

· Other Agency Liaison Sectors

· Operations Section

· Administrative Section

· Planning Section

· Logistics Section

INFORMATION NEEDED TO MAKE EVACUATION DECISION

· Product toxicity

· Concentrations (before it becomes a health hazard)

· Weather conditions (temp. – wind speed and direction)

· Distances from site requiring evacuation

· Special needs of evacuees (for example: handicapped, language barriers, etc.)

· Shelter locations (CAD INFO SHELTERS or Red Cross Disaster manual)

· Transportation needs and availability

· Concentrations of population in area

· Determine area of greatest danger – evacuate them first

· Determine available numbers of PD officers/cars 

