Anthrax Related Incidents

Command Tactical Checklist
“Anthrax is a bacterium which naturally occurs in cattle, sheep, and other hoofed animals. Anthrax can be cultivated and is considered a potential military biological weapon. Although the technology necessary to collect and culture anthrax is relatively simple, the skill and ability to weaponize anthrax is considerable. As responders we must take these threats serious, but we can help maintain a calm scene knowing that Anthrax is not contagious and if exposure occurs, antibiotics can successfully cure the victim.”

-Samaritan Health Services-
DETERMINE CREDIBILITY OF THREAT

· Threats received directly by the fire department will be treated as credible and will be deployed as a hazardous situation.

· If any device, package, or substance is identified with threat, the incident will be treated as credible.

· If Tempe Police/or the FBI determine threat to be not credible – Tempe Fire crews will provide support and back-up and the event will be handled similar to a bomb threat

DISPATCH RESPONSIBILITIES

· Collect and convey information

· Type of exposure – dissemination, appearance, threatening letter – call, etc.

· Call back number

· Signs and symptoms of victims

· Number of victims

· Help prevent further contamination

· Wind direction/on-scene

· Dispatch appropriate level of response and notification

· Help insure safety of responding crews by providing good updates en-route

· Notify valley hospitals of the possibility of people driving themselves to hospitals once they learn they have been exposed

RESPONSE PHASE - CHALLENGES
· Site security

· Casualty rescue

· Agent identification

· Decontamination

· Evidence preservation

· Secondary Devices

FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE

· Minimum 2-1 hazardous response

· Obtain wind direction from Dispatch

· Obtain adequate water supply for performing decontamination

· Approach up-wind and up-hill

· Perform size-up – determine appropriate response

· Establish strong central Command structure

· Establish PIO Sector early

· Obtain victim information – signs, symptoms, numbers, location

· Isolate area – establish perimeter

      (Position apparatus nose to nose to provide

     rapid decon of evacuating persons)

· Hot zone – 300 feet

· Warm Zone

· Cold zone

· Deny entry – coordinate with PD (cover all sides of the building)

· North

· South

· East

· West

· Determine minimum protective clothing requirements

· Notify responding and on-scene units

Refrain from using the suspected type of product name (for example, Anthrax, Sarin, etc.) over the radio. Instead, say “biological event or chemical event.”

Quarantine persons who were in the immediate area of exposure. Place them in safe refuge. Be prepared for potential mass exodus. (No physical force shall be used to stop the public). Use of megaphones or other P.A. type system is recommended.

· Inform Quarantined persons(Customers)

· What we suspect has occurred

· What you know about the substance (if appropriate)

· What actions emergency personnel will be performing (product recovery, decontamination, perimeter establishment, control of HVAC systems.)

· Personnel Accountability 



