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About 40 historical photographs
from a rare collection that por-
trays Native American peoples,
homes and landscapes is fea-
tured in this exhibition.

The images come from “The
Schwemberger Photographs,”
a collection of more than 100
black-and-white photographs
created from rare 5-inch-by-
7-inch glass plate negatives
created by Franciscan Brother

Simeon Schwemberger be-
tween 1902 and 1909.

Historic Tempe photographs
from the same time period also

i

are part of the library exhibition. i

Schwemberger captured his
compelling images while liv-
ing at St. Michaels Mission on
the Navajo reservation near
Window Rock. He traveled

the Navajo and Hopi reserva-
tions, photographing images

of Native American peoples,
ancient pueblos and the rugged
landscapes of New Mexico.

He produced the images using
glass plate negatives, consid-
ered state-of-the-art technology
at that time.

In 2005, St. Michaels Mis-

sion deeded about 1,750 of
Schwemberger’s fragile glass
plates to Arizona State Univer-
sity, who is collaborating with
Tempe’s Cultural Services Divi-
sion (Fine Arts and Historical
Museum) in bringing the im-
ages to the city.

“This collection encapsulates

a critical period in American
history as the American Indian
tribes were confronting aspects
of assimilation into Western
culture,” Dr. Rob Taylor, ASU
West campus Interdisciplinary
Arts Chair, said.

Schwemberger’s glass plates
were housed at St. Michaels
Mission for more than 60 years
before they were painstak-

ingly scanned, catalogued and
archived through ASU.

Meanwhile, Dr. Taylor and his
small research team of stu-
dents and Faculty Associates,
has been hard at work prepar-
ing local, regional, national and
international exhibitions. Muse-
ums in ltaly, Germany, Austria
and the Czech Republic are
currently planning Schwem-
berger shows.

A major catalogue and docu-

mentary film are also planned
for the near future.
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